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wASHINCTOMN, DE, Bt

Sarah Brown, Treasursr

Ohio State Republican Party

211 5. Fifth Street

Columbus, OH 43215 MR 7 iilt

ldentification Number: CO0162339
Refarence: 12 Day Pre-Gencral Repart {10/1/00-10¢18/00)
Tear s, Brown:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the repurl(s)
referenced above, The review raised guestions concerning certain information contained
in the report(s). An iemization follows:

Schedule A of vour report (pertinent pertion(s) attached) discloses a
contribution(s} from an organization(s} which is not a political committee
remistored with the Cormumission. In order fur your committge to accopt
conlibutions frem urregistered orgamizations into accounts used to
mfluence federal elections, your committes should teke steps to msurc that
the eontributon(s) uscd permissible funds  make the contribution(s) te
avoid vielating 2 U.8.C. §§441a(f) and 441b or 11 CFR 5102.5(k). Under
11 CFR §102.5(k), orpanizations which arc not political committees under
the Act and choose to contribute to federal committees must either: 1)
establish a separatc account which contains only those fimds permitted
under the Act, ot 2} demaonstrate through a reasonable accounting method
that the oreanization has reveived sufficient funds subject to the limitations
and prohibitions in arder to make the conlobution.

If the contribution(s) in question was incompletely or incorreetly disclosed,
you should amend your original report with clarifying nformation. [n
addition, please clarify whether the contribution(g) received from the
referenced orpanization(s) is pemmissible.  To tho extent thal vyour
committes has reeeived impermissible funds, the Commission recommends
that you transter the impermissible funds to an account not used to
influence Tederal elections or refund the {mpermissible amount(s) to the
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donor(s) in accordance with 11 CFR §103,3(b). In order to protect the
donor'a intercsts, the Commission recommends that you inform the
contributor(s) in writing to provids the donor({s) with the option of receiving
a refund or granting written authorization for a transfer to another account.

Please inform the Commission of your comective action immediately in
writing amd provide a photogopy of your check for the transfer-out or
refind. Should you choose 10 transfer-oul or refund the contribution{s), the
Commission will presume the funds were impermissible if ne statement
fram your committee provides information to the contrary. Transfers-out
and refunds should be disclosed on a Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28
of the report covering the period during which the transaction was made.

Although the Commission may take further legal actiom concerning the
acceptance of prohibited contributions, prompt action by your committes in
transferring-out or refunding the amounts will be taken into consideration.

Bchedule A of your report {pertinent portion(s} amached) discloses a
receipt(s) of $20,003.50 from the Ohio Republican Party. Please clanity
whether this transfer(s) is from an account maintained by your committec
for non-federal activity. If so, be advised that such a transter s prohibited
by 11 CFR §102.5(a)(1}{i} and the full smount of the transfen(s) should be
relurned to the non-federal account. Please inform the Commission of your
comective action immedintely in writing and provide a photocopy of your
chack for the transfer-out. In addition, the wansfer-out should be disclosed
on Schedule B supporting Line 22 of your next report,

If this transaction represenis an "intemnal transfer” of funds from one federsl
account to apnother, and the source(s) of such funds has been identified in
previous reports of reccipts and disbursements, please note that such
tranzfots should not be itemized as doing so inflates total receipis and cash
ot hand. if this is the case, please amend your report accerdingly.

Although the Commission may take further iegal action regarding the
acceptance of funds from a nun-fodaral account, your prompt transfer-out of
the impermissible funds or clarification of the transaction, will be t1aken nto
cansideration.

Schedule A supporting Line 12 discloses a transfen(s)-in from the
Republican National Commitiee and Republican National Congressional
Committee.  Schedule B supposting Line 21(b) reflects payments for
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exemnpt activitics. Flease be advised that a state or local party commiktes
may pay for campuign materials (such gs bumper stickers] that arc
distributed by volunteers in connection with activity on behalf of the party’s
nominees in a general election. Payments for this type of activity are
exempt from the definition of a cunlibution or sxpenditure if COTLRAT
sonditions ate met. The conditions are that no public advertising may be
nsed, including distcibution by direct mail (mailings by a commercial
vendor or from commercial lists); all funds used for the achivily must be
permitted under the Act; none of the funds used may have been desipnated
for a particular candidate; and finally, payments foor the activity may nol be
made from transfers-in from the national committee to specifically fund the
activity. For further guidance, please refer to 11 CFR 5100, 7{b)(15) and
(17 and to the Campaign Guide for Party Comumittess.

Please clarify the nature of the transfer(s)-in and subsequent payments for
the afrementioned disburscmenti(s). [f the activity disclosed on your report
_ does not meet the definition of “exempt” activity as deseribed above and if
any portion of the expendimres were made un behalf of specifically
identified candidates, fhat amount must be disclosed on Schedule B or E
supporting Line 23 ar 25 ot the Detailed Summary Page as appropriate

ltemized disbursements must include a bricf statement or description of
why the disbursements were made. Flease amend Schedule(s) H4 of your
teport to clarify the following deseription(s). “GUTY Activitics” and
“Reimbursement for Comvention Expenses”.  For further guidane
tegarding acceptable purposes of disbursements, please refer o 11 CFR

§104.3(b)(3).

-Payments made to credit card companies must identify the original vendars
from which you have purchased an item or service if your payments 1o thesc
vendors have exceeded $200 this year. Please amend your reporl by
providing the mailing address, date, amount and purpose of such payments
as required by 11 CFR §104.5(b).

Vour EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE caleulations for Administrative/Voter
Drive are incotrect. EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for adnunistrative
and voter drive costs are derived by aggregating all disbursements durmg
the calondar vear for the whole Administrative/Veler Drive category.
EVENT YEAR-TO-DALE totals for fundraising, direct cundidate support,
and excrapt activities are denived by aggregating ell disbursemente during
ihe calendar year within a specific event These should be calculated by
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adding the latest disbursement for a category or event to the previous
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total for that category or event. This running
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total should be disclosed after each
disbursement is listed. Please amend yvour report by providing the cormect
EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals.

2 U.S.C. §434(b)(3) requires itemization of contributions from individuals
and persons other than political committees, where the aggregate total from
the contributor exceeds $200 in 2 calendar year. In additien, 11 CFK
§104.3(a)(2)}i)(B) requires a committes to report the total smount of
unitemized contributions (see Line 11{a){ii} of the Dutailed Summary
Page). If a committer: wishes to discloss contributions regardless of the
amount conttlbuted, the commitles musi separats {on geparate roeeipt

= schedules) those contributors reyuiring itemization from those wha are not
required to be itemized. 11 CFR §164.3(a)(4}i) For future filings, please
submit your Tepotts in this order.

A written responss or an amendment to your original reportis) comrecting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen (13) days
of the date of this letter. T you need assistance, please feel free to comtact me on our
rell-free mumber, {500) 424-0530 (at the prompt press 1, then prass 2 to reach the Reports
Analysis Division), My local number is (202) 624-1 130,

Sincerely,

Thomas F. Maxwell, LIT
Reopurts Analyst
254 Reports Analyeis Divisien
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